
 [ ] A “blood, sweat, and tears” project becomes an  

“Outstanding Environmental Achievement” 

 

In the Badger Mining Corporation crest, the color green signifies BMC’s commitment to environmental responsibility. This 

commitment is best illustrated in the story of the Clifford A. Chier Resource Center in Berlin, Wisconsin. More than 20 years 

ago, BMC took an abandoned foundry landfill, reclaimed it, and changed it into the company’s main office.  

More than 30 years ago, a piece of land with a dubious and challenging history 
sat on the south side of Berlin, Wisconsin. During the 1960s, nearly half the site 
was filled with by-product from local foundries and was later closed down by the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. By the 1980s, vegetation was 
sparse, erosion was carrying the fill into adjacent wetlands, and the neighboring 
creek had sustained severe erosion problems on both banks.  
 
Despite these shortcomings, Badger Mining looked at it as a unique opportunity 
to utilize its mine reclamation technology and expertise for brownfield  
redevelopment.  The company purchased the property in 1985 with the intention 
of building a new office building in the city of the corporation’s origin.  
 
That project began in 1994 by reclaiming the perimeter of the fill area and  
stabilizing the site. Along the Fox River, a tiered rip rap platform was  
constructed. BMC then capped the building site by moving approximately 
150,000 yards of fill to the 7.5 acres of land. It was then shaped, covered with 
topsoil, and seeded.  

the story of  the C.A. Chier Resource Center 



 

Badger Mining took the  
reclamation a step further  

by making  

IMPROVEMENTS FOR FISH. 
Through a cooperative effort with 

Walleyes for Tomorrow and the 

Izaak Walton League, an  

improved spawning area was  

established. Dredge piles -  

which had prevented water flow 

from the Fox River to the wet-

lands and reduced potential wall-

eye spawning areas - were  

removed and those areas  

were stabilized.   

LODGING FOR OTHER WILDLIFE 
 

Even before the land preparation was complete, various forms of life 

began to appear. Since the Badger Mining Corporation sign was  

already constructed, it must have been an indication that housing 

was now available. Bird houses were hung, but bird nests were 

found on the ground and were staked off to prevent damage before 

the eggs hatched. Flowers began to grow, killdeer arrived looking for 

insects, and the water looked rather inviting for possible fish.  

PICTURED RIGHT: The Hess property, from which the fill 

was taken, was developed into wildlife habitat. The habitat 

included a two-acre fish and recreation pond and a half-acre 

shallow wetland. Plants to provide wildlife resting  

habitat and winter cover surround these areas.  



 

” 

October 16, 1995 
 

Badger Mining celebrated the hard work put into this building with an Open House. A big, green ribbon 

was cut by Dorothy Chier, widow of Clifford Chier, in front of an audience of about two hundred people.   

 

“ 
On May 16, 1995, the golden shovels 

were finally used to break ground for 
the new Clifford A. Chier Resource 

Center. George Hess had a few words 
to say about the project,  

We’re really excited about building here. People 
have been wondering why we would put up a 
new building next to a river on swamp land. Well, 
Badger Mining never did anything the easy way.  



Nature at Her Best 
 

Mallard hen houses and wood duck houses were placed on the site and monitored. Grassland birds  

and killdeer have nested on the site, as well as turtles. An abundance of wildlife, including ducks,  

geese, and shorebirds frequent the grounds.  

BMC associates developed a comprehensive wildlife management plan for the Resource Center site. Unique 

opportunities presented themselves on the redevelopment parcel, which is 50% upland and 50% wetlands.  

On November 17, 1998, this location received The Corporate Wildlife Habitat certification. 



th e C.A. Chier Resource Center                                                                                      has since been remodeled and 

expanded to hold more teams and individuals as the company grows larger. 

There were no economic benefits for BMC to build at this location. In fact, it was quite 

the contrary. The additional time, effort, and cost needed to complete all the  

investigation, design, permitting, and added construction costs were clear  

hurdles to the land’s development. However, utilizing Badger Mining’s mine  

reclamation technology and expertise, BMC was able to take this site, which was a 

true detriment to the environment, and turn it into an all-around winning situation for 

everyone – BMC associates, wildlife, and the environment.  

The Clifford A. Chier Resource Center opened for business in October 1995 and  

received the Wisconsin Business Friend of the Environment Award in 1997  

for Environmental Stewardship. In 1999, the project earned the company the  

18th Annual John Brogan Award for Outstanding Environmental Achievement. 

Our ancestors gave us our solid beginning and foundation.  
They shed blood, sweat, and tears to create this corporation.  

We will continue to shed blood, sweat, and tears so that this corporation  
can be passed on again — to generations to come. 


